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Australia's Unique Landscape 
Speaker: David Clark 


David is the Project Manager for the Lexton Landcare Group. In 1994 he was 
awarded a Churchill Fellowship to travel overseas looking at Biodiversity and 
its relationship to Agriculture. He spent time in the UK, the USA and Iceland. 


David's travels provided an opportunity to compare the landscapes of these 
countries with Australia. He realised how old and worn down our continent is, 
lacking the younger sedimentary rocks, mountain-building periods and still- 
active volcanoes typical of these other landscapes. The particular countries he 
saw made him realise the enormous impact of two of the major 
geomorphological processes which shape the earth's surface - glaciation and 
vulcanicity. Iceland has both; both are currently active, resulting in a constantly 
changing landscape and thus very recent soils. Australian soils are typically old, 
fragile and much less fertile. 


David considered climate in relation to land use. He felt that it was the 
consistency of rainfall which was important in these areas, with the resulting 
higher levels of humidity which enhanced productivity. Nutrients are rapidly 
recycled there whereas in Australia the cycling is greater than one year. He 
didn’t see the dry grass and gullies, sometimes with salt, which so typify the 
Australian farms he is familiar with around Lexton. Snow lying on farm 
paddocks rarely happens here! 


England's landscape is very ordered after hundreds of years of cultivation. 
David noted that biodiversity in the UK and Europe was not as great as here 
over large areas with only 1600 major species of plants; conversely one 
hedgerow could contain considerable biodiversity for its size. 


The first settlers in Australia made two incorrect assumptions: that diversity 
meant soils were rich and fertile - yet we find locally that our volcanic plains 
are the least diverse yet have the richest soils. The second assumption was that 


size of a plant indicated fertility - red gums being a classic example of this 
judgement. Even now we are not learning from our experiences: clearing is still 
happening in Queensland yet salt was becoming visible in Victoria within 20 
years after clearing first occurred. 


In Iceland, first colonised in the 10th century, bare areas now account for 50% 
of the country instead of 25%. (Naturally bare areas are due to very recent 
volcanic and glacial action where soils have had no time to develop.) Owing to 
exploitative land use since those days; common grazing land in the centre of the 
country was overgrazed due to lack of agreement between livestock owners - 
everyone for himself. In Australia such problems have been recognised, leading 
to the development of Landcare. David felt that there was a culture of believing 
that the Government is always right, and that the present vegetation distribution 
is natural e.g. heather-clad hillsides have always been like that instead of once 
being treed. 


David showed a selection of slides to illustrate his main points. After his talk he 
fielded questions from the floor about Landcare, salt in the Lexton area, 
financial incentives for farmers to plant trees and the skill improvements needed 
by the local population. He contrasted the Landcare financial provisions with 
the US subsidy system whereby crop subsidies are only provided if the farmer 
undertakes erosion prevention works. 


Carol Hall 


Excursion: CHRL Australiana Room 


Leader: Edith Fry, Australiana Research Librarian 


Edith greeted us at 1.30pm in the Meeting Room where she had set out a 
number of historic publications for us to peruse. However she began by 
emphasising the wide range of works held in the Room and that its collections 
were not merely a basis for genealogy but for many aspects of study. She 
reminded us of the works held on the club's behalf such as The Victorian 
Naturalist, Horticultural Journals and Broinowski's Birds of Australia, the latter 
consisting of 6 volumes published between 1887-1891. 


The volumes of Gould's Birds of Australia were there for us to see and handle, 
and a reprint of the Flower Paintings of Ferdinand Bauer. 


Not only did the Room serve as a storage facility for rare books, but Edith 
reminded us it was there for personal research, and to that end she took us 
through the Room, pointing out those areas and Dewey numbers likely to be of 
interest to Field Naturalists. She had prepared a handout for us for the occasion 
listing the relevant numbers. Worth noting were collections of Jack Wheeler's 
diaries, writings and Courier reports; The Courier is now on microfilm 
(formerly staff were kept busy cutting out articles and sticking them in 


scrapbooks - which can be browsed) and the catalogue can be searched. Edith 
also asked us for ideas on what might be added to the collection. 


We had previously asked Edith to find information on Victoria Park, and 
previous dry periods of Lakes Burrumbeet and Learmonth. She produced a map 
of Victoria Park showing the plantings, which community groups were 
involved, and a description of the occasion when upon the blast of a trumpet 
everyone planted their tree! No information was forthcoming about earlier dry 
periods but we did find a description of Lake Burrumbeet in Letters from 
Victorian Pioneers when Thomas Learmonth made the comment in 1838 that it 
was "covered with a few inches deep of intensely salty water". Courier 
scrapbook articles on weather are filed under DPI and there were plenty of 
reports about excessively dry or wet years. Rainfall figures in relation to local 
water storages can be found at www.chw.net.au/water_storage.html. Edith 
had also found a note explaining where in Ballarat official rainfall readings had 
been taken since their inception in 1908, though earlier readings had been noted 
from 1857-1884 and published in the Star, a second Ballarat newspaper. 


Another query we had concerned descriptions of the local bush prior to gold- 
rush days, and an interesting book called Land, Labour and Gold by William 
Howitt provided us with comments made during "two years in Victoria with 
visits to Sydney and Van Diemen's Land". 


Edith kindly provided a "cuppa" for us, and we came away feeling that there 
was much to involve us in the Australiana Room in future, especially on a cold 
blustery winter's day! 

Carol Hall. 


Some uotes about Victoria Park 


On the following page is a copy of the Plate 3.31 from the book “Ballarat: 
Historic landscapes, trees and gardens” Part I by Department of Crown Lands 
and Survey, 1983. The following notes are from the same source. 

On that Arbor Day, 23 May, 1890 at 11.30am, 700 trees (oaks, elms, planes and 
cedars) were planted in their designated positions. This planting included the 
trees for Horsechestnut Drive in the SE area and Golden Wattles and cedars. 

To commemorate the 1901 Royal visit York Avenue of evergreen oaks was 
planted. 

Because the cedars in the central drive were in poor condition, in 1914 Golden 
Cypresses were planted in between them and so hopefully eventually replace 
them. Also in this drive several years later, Evergreen oaks were added to 
extend it. Hence the misnomer on the avenue signposts. 

A commercial pine plantation was established in the Park in 1917 with more 
than 7000 Pinus radiata being planted up to 1929. The few existing today are in 
need of harvesting. 


3.31 Souvenir map of Arbor Day plantings at Victoria Park. 


July Meeting Points 


e BEN Biodiversity Conference: Claire and Peter Dalman reported on an 
interesting conference. The keynote speaker talked on research findings that 
show a crash of biodiversity when the native vegetation is reduced to less 
than 10% but further work is needed to determine the level which needs to 
be reached for restoration to have a positive effect. 

e Enfield Forest Alliance AGM: Attended by John Gregurke. Guest speakers 
were Adrian Newman, timber harvesting; Gary White, fuel reduction; Tim 
Anderson, Wombat community forest management. 


e Winter Swamp Friends Group: John Gregurke attended the meeting with 
Graham Pike organised by Glenelg Hopkins CMA. Concept plan for future 
works at Winter Swamp will be prepared by next meeting, Wednesday 11 
August. Local Landcare groups are interested in doing work to improve the 
environment. 

e SEANA Campout: That Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat will host the Little 
Desert campout (29 October — 2 November 2004) for SEANA. 


Show and Tell 
e Bob Curtain: Photographs from previous Apollo Bay campout. 


Field Reports 

e Greg Binns: Water is spreading over bed of Lake Burrumbeet. 

e John Gregurke: Among the 300 Black Swan at Lake Burrumbeet, there was 
one bird which had been banded at Lake Wendouree in spring 2003. Woolly 
Wattle Acacia lanigera flowering at Enfield, late June. 

e Dulcie Brooke: A very good crop of winter raspberries; helped by recycled 
washing machine water. 

'-e Excursion Arrangements: Sunday 4 July: 9.30am Library Working Bee, 

1.30pm Library, Doveton St Nth for an introduction to the Australiana Room 


by Edith Fry. 


Here is early information on a campout received from Upper Goulburn FNC. 


SEANA March 2005 Campout 


The SEANA March Campout, 11-14 March 2005, will be hosted by Upper 
Goulburn Field Naturalists' Club. It will be held at Eildon Holiday Lodge, 
Goulburn Valley Hwy, Snobs Creek. Accommodation will be in a bunkhouse. 
Full catering will be provided. Should any camp participants select motel 


accommodation they should make their own accommodation bookings direct 


with Eildon Holiday Resort, telephone , as soon as possible as this 
is a busy tourist area. Please state that you are attending the conference as at 
present the resort is holding these rooms on behalf of the Upper Goulburn Field 


Naturalists’ Club. 


Club Campout Apollo Bay Weekend — 16-18 July 

John Mildren was our source of information and direction as to 
where and when to go. Because of the recent storms going 
bush was not a real option so our time was mainly spent on the 
coast with binoculars and telescopes scanning the sky and land 


for birds. 


1. Saturday - Mounts Bay and nearby wetlands 
The storms had greatly eroded the beaches, with landslides cutting away at the 
sand dunes. A thin film of black mineral sands covered the beach and there was 
little rubbish left after the very high tides, yet Helen B with her every present 
plastic bag was able to fill it with rubbish mostly found in the car park. In one 
area of the horizon a flock of Albatrosses was seen with Peter D. counting about 
70 of them. 
In the wetlands on the inland side of the road numerous birds were seen — little 
Pied Cormorants and Great Black Cormorants, Shelducks, Straw Necked Ibis, 
Coots and Masked Lapwings 
2. At Hayley Point on Saturday we did not see any significant wildlife or 
features. 
3. Johanna Beach. On the drive to this beach we passed through freshly-washed 
trees in the rainforests and along side flooded cow paddocks in the cleared 
areas. 
Birds sighted during the afternoon included Crimson Rosella, Welcome 
Swallow, Red-browed Finch, Forest Raven, Blue Wren, Pelican, Pied 
Currawong, Eastern Spinebill. Again the coastline was well-washed by the 
storm high tides. The beach itself did not produce signs of living or dead birds 
even though we scanned under seaweed and into once-flooded coves. 
Some more-adventurous travelers took the old ocean road back to Mait’s Rest 
and found the gravel road was in good condition. 
4. Maits Rest Here we wound our way along the paths and boardwalks that have 
been well-placed in a valley filled with beautiful ferns and few giant trees, some 
fallen and others, living but with their tops broken off. 
5. Hayley Point on Sunday morning The highlight of this time was viewing a 
flock of about 20 Sooty Oystercatchers fly by and then watching about 10 of 
them on the rocks balancing with ease on one leg. We also watched a group of 
young and old seals on Hayley’s Reef. Again a few albatrosses were seen 
through John G’s and Greg B’s telescopes. Other birds seen were Pied 
Cormarants, White-fronted Tern, Pacific Gulls both, Great Egret, Magpies and 
Galahs. While walking along the cliff top we noted some of the vegetation such 
as Coast Tea-tree, Coastal Beard-heath, Coastal Wattle, Correa alba and NZ 
spinach. 

Fran Hanrahan 
Sunday Afternoon 
Before leaving Star of the Sea Convent we inspected the Norfolk Island pine 
that bore many pinecones. Few could recall seeing these large cones previously. 
Closer inspected revealed where cones from past years had fallen off. Do 
Norfolk Island pines produce seed in Australia regularly? 
We then headed out Tuxion Road to Crows Nest Lookout on the former site of 
Tuxion State School. In about 10 kilometres the road twists and climbs 330 
metres, past old farmhouses and new bed and breakfast units built in locations 
to give views over coastline from Apollo Bay to Marengo. From the lookout we 
could see the coast stretching beyond Skenes Creek and up to the ridge of the 
Otway Ranges. 


Along the Barham Valley Road a White Goshawk perched on the willows. At 
Paradise we walked through the rainforest along the fast flowing Barham River. 
Tree ferns and Myrtle Beech grew beneath the towering Manna Gums and 
Blackwood. At the car park at the beginning of the Mariners Falls walking track 
many birds were active in the late afternoon. In an old orchard there were 
Crimson Rosella (many in juvenile plumage), Grey Shrike-thrush, Goldfinch 
and Satin Bowerbird. Further along the track we saw several Bassian Thrush, 
Grey Fantails catching insects over the river, Yellow Robins provided colour 
and Brown Thornbill and White-browed Scrubwren fed in thick vegetation. 
Tony, Peter and Elizabeth visited the Apollo Bay Harbour and saw a Little 


Penguin swimming around the fishing boats. 
John Gregurke 


BEN 2004 Conference and Awards 

Peter and I attended the Ballarat Environment Network (BEN) conference “A 
Revegetator’s Delight — Renovating Our Landscapes” At Narmbool on June 5". 
It was well attended by a group ranging in age from teenagers to those a few 
decades older, but all united in their interest in environmental issues. The 
keynote speaker was Dr. Andrew Bennett of Deakin University whose topic was 
“New Concepts in Land Makeover”. Doug Phillips presented “A Case Study — 
Living Landscapes Project, Portland”. A panel of four — Dr. Andrew Bennett, 
Doug Phillips, John Morgan (Latrobe University) and Tim D’Ombrain took 
turns to answer individually addressed questions and the audience added 
comments and questions. 


Afternoon tea was welcome and then we watched a presentation by Tim — 
“Narmbool, A Virtual Tour” — a fast moving and fascinating computer ‘tour’ of 
many different Narmbool landscapes, plants, buildings, birds, animals etc.. 
Matt Gibson followed with a bat talk “Bats in the Beams”. All presentations, 
talks, panels and pictures were well done and informative. 


In the evening after/during a delicious meal accompanied by a background slide 
show of excellent bird photos by Tony Wilson, the BEN awards were presented 
to winners of various categories for excellence in their work over the past two 
(or more usually, many) years. The awards were: 

School Award: Buninyong Primary School 

Individual Award: Linda Zibell - Wildlife Whistler. Commendation to 
Graeme Drysdale and Shirley Shiells 

Landcare Award: Wattle Flat/Pootilla Landcare Group 

Max Brooke Recognition Award: Tim Hunt 

Community Group Award: Pittong Action Group, together with the 
communities of Snake Valley, Linton and Skipton. Commendations to the 
Enfield Forest Alliance 

BEN Hall of Fame: Marianne Schrieke, Alice and Kevin Knight 

Gold Award: Hedley Thomson 


Claire Dalman 


Calendar 

August 

Fri. 6 Meeting: Patrick-Jean Guay-Non-passerine Birds of North America. 
Sun. 8th Excursion: Pat & Bill Murphy-Significant Trees north of Ballarat. 


September 
Fri. 3 Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture: Paul Sinclair-Healthy Rivers. 
Sun. 5 Excursion: Goldfields Water-race Walking Trails with John Gregurke. 
Supper Duty; August: :Fran Hanrahan 
September: Stella Bedggood Lecture - Committee 
Committee 
President Mr. Peter Dalman 


Vice-President Mrs. Carol Hall 


Secretary Mr. John Gregurke 
Treasurer Mr. Bob Curtain 
Mr. Greg Binns .............. Mrs. Carol Hall (Editor)...... 
Miss Helen Burgess.......... Miss Fran Hanrahan.......... 
Miss Maureen Christie....... Mr. Les Hanrahan............ 


Mrs. Claire Dalman.......... 


Correspondence: PO. Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350. 


Email: Secretary: 
Editor: 


Website: www.ballarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Local Info. Search 
Environment. 

Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies 
Sts (VicRoads 254 F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Market Place (formerly Creswick Plaza) 
Creswick Rd., Ballarat (VicRoads 255 M10) at 9.30 am unless otherwise 
specified. 
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